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The Home Beautiful 

By FRANK JAMES CAMPBELL 



THE civilization and culture of every 
age is reflected in the appointments 
of the best homes of the period. Of 
old, the artist decorators, quite unconscious- 
ly, evolved a scheme which grew out of 
the life and habits of his patron and carried 
out his ideas in materials close at hand 
and therefore expressive of and in har- 
mony with the life about him. 

Today, with the wealth of the world and 
the knowledge of the ages at our command, 
we borrow and adapt and evolve new styles 
by combinations of motifs and suggestions 
from older ones ; as is always the case in 
an advanced civilization. 



With the recent rise in favor of the 
Italian period it has become necessary to 
exercise rare discrimination for it is a 
style so rich and florid that when carried 
out to the letter it becomes oppressive. 
Rightly adapted it has elegance and dignity, 
but it often seems that in homes of wealth 
and supposed refinement, gorgeousness has 
been the one end and aim, though entirely 
inappropriate in a democratic republic. 

How ludicrous it is to have a plain, well- 
brought up American young man or woman 
preside at a banquet in a sumptuously fur- 
nished and decorated Louis XIV or over- 
whelmingly appointed Italian Renaissance 
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dining room. The overawing magnificence 
of reception halls and drawing rooms car- 
ried out in Regal Italian or Imperial Em- 
pire epochs often causes one, unconscious- 
ly, to turn about, expecting to see a grand 
seigneur or prelate of the Church entering, 
followed by a retinue of dignitaries. 

Some recent examples of the right use of 
this style, subdued and combined with 
homey eighteenth century English, are, 
however, delightful. We reproduce views 
from a home of refined appointments where 
some of the best known types and periods 
of art have been employed in a most charm- 
ing and complementary manner, and where 
originally regal ideas have been adapted and 
reassembled in a fitting scheme for a fam- 
ily of culture being true and consistent cit- 
izens of this most democratic of all repub- 
lics. The illustrations offer views of this 



splendid home, but, unfortunately, it is 
impossible here to show the delightful and 
refined color schemes in their co-relation of 
one room with the other. 

Our first illustration gives a view of the 
reception hall and a glimpse of the living 
room beyond. The gracious ensemble 
breathes out an air of ease and tranquil 
enjoyment of beauty that are Hke the very 
spirit of home welcoming the guest upon 
the threshold. This unusual circular recep- 
tion hall is paneled up to the domed ceiling 
in wax-finished walnut whose rich dull tone 
is emphasized by the ebony panel moufdings. 
The light effects are most important in every 
room and this old ivory-finished ceiling acts 
as a splendid reflector for the finely chased 
Italian gold bronze lantern. Its effulgence 
may be supplemented by the soft radiance 
from the lamps supported on splendid 
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chased wall brackets which, while regal in 
themselves, only form a fitting complement 
to the mellow background of the walnut 
wall ; while, for formal occasions, the es- 
pecialy designed Italian torcheres, with 
their decorated parchment shades, shed ad- 
ditional dull reflections upon the furnish- 
ings and invited guests. 

One end of a carved walnut and poly- 
chrome finished console, with its black and 
gold veined Belgian marble top, curiously 
constructed like a two-decker or double- 
shelved table, may be seen at the right of 
our illustration. In its refined elegance it 
is truly fit for this splendid home, or, as a 
matter of fact, for a museum. A well 
thought out kidney-shaped sofa, built for 
this exact spot, conforming with the con- 
tours of the walls and covered with car- 
dinal red Italian damask, afford comfort 




ESPfJCIALLY DESIGNED CHINESE 
LACQUERED DINING TWOM SCREEN 
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THE DINING ROOM WITH 
VIEW OF THE LAKE 



— Courtesy Schachner tC- Kellogg, 
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ANOTHER VIEW OF THE DINING ROOM 
WITH GLIMPSE OF THE CHINESE SCREEN 
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Interior Decorators, Chicago 



for the waiting caller or a love seat for the 
parting guests. 

On the opposite side there are two stately 
arm chairs, true reproductions of chairs to 
be found in St. Paul's Cathedral, which the 
illustration does not show entirely. These, 
with their fat pigeon-blood velvet cush- 
ions, give balance to the room. The quiet 
dignity of dull dark woods and crimson 
colors is emphasized by a well-chased, 
four-foot Italian jardiniere of stone fitted 
with a formal cone-shaped boxtree and 
placed in a niche near the entrance door. 
The finely carved Italian walnut table, with 
its superb gold brocat cover is placed in the 
center on a moleskin colored, thick tufted., 
plain carpet, which emphasizes the effect ot 
elegance in restraint. 

Standing in this dignified reception hall 



one looks down an imposing Italian com- 
munication corridor where a cozy library 
invites, while through the opposite doorway 
is a vista of the drawing-living room, two 
views of which are next presented. 

One could not help but be impressed with 
the refined dignity of so spacious a salon, its 
proportions about twenty-eight feet wide 
by forty-five feet long. The room is usually 
lighted 0nly by a number of lamps, won- 
drously wrought and fitted with shades very 
different from the ordinary shoplooking 
types, and it is furnished with choice speci- 
mens of the eighteenth century English 
periods. Well-designed Adam, Sheraton 
and Queen Anne furniture partly finished in 
mahogany, partly decorated with the Chi- 
nese and Japanese lacquer ornamentations 
characteristic of the times, are here to be 
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observed in harmonious assembly. At the 
touch of a button the room is ilkiminated by 
means of silver finished side brackets and 
mantel candelabras, producing a soft, dull 
glow, the refined diffused light giving the 
salon an air of mellow radiance, all sharp 
rays being hidden by exquisitely worked 
shields and shades. The light brings out 
the true values of the rare Mandarin em- 
broidery in mulberry and gold colors, care- 
lessly thrown over the polychrome finished 
Venetian table, alongside of which a plain- 
looking Adam bench invites repose on lux- 
urious blue and silver brocade cushions. 
The soft ivory paneled walls are exquisitely 
complemented by mulberry and gold bro- 
caded window draperies with their well pro- 
portioned mulberry velvet lambrequins. 

The rare discrimination of the house- 
holder is expressed in a fine selection of 



paintings by artists such as Corot, Inness, 
Keith, Daubigny and Ziem, perfectly placed 
with regard to dignified wall spacing. How 
painstaking the artist decorators were is 
shown in such details as the especially made 
supports for the paintings, the wastepaper 
basket, a piece of art in itself, the exqui- 
sitely lacquered cigarette stand beside one of 
the settees, and the comfy looking pillows 
covered with real Japanese tapestries. In 
this room, as well as in all rooms of the 
home, the same neutral colored carpet is 
used to form a background for fine pieces 
of furniture and to obviate clashing con- 
trasts. 

From this elegant, refined and comfort- 
inviting drawing room opens the well-pro- 
portioned oval dining room, seen in our 
next illustration, a chaste and exquisite 
abode indeed for the gathering of the fam- 




SOLARIUM—WITH INTERESTING AND 
GRACEFUL WINDOW TREATMENT 



— Courtesy Schachner tC Kellogg, 
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THE LIBRARY WITH ESPECIALLY 
DESIGNED ENGLISH FURNISHING CON- 
FORMING TO THE SHAPE OF THE ROOM 



— Courtesy Schach/tier <C- Kellogg^ 
Interior Decorators, Chicago 



ily and their guests at the most important 
function of every day's life. This room in 
all its appointments is carried out in the 
most dignified of the Georgians, the Adam 
period. The low relief of ceiling, paneled 
walls in warm ivory tones, Sheffield silver 
side brackets and center light with alabaster 
bowl, form a suitable complement to the 
blue and silver brocaded damask window 
hangings in typical Adam design, their blue 
satin semicircular lambrequin supported 
by a cornice finished in antique silver 
touched with blue. 

One might have seen many rooms fitted 
with Adam furniture and yet never have en- 
countered dining room pieces so perfectly 
•onade, so chaste in their ornamentations and 
so harmonious in proportions as represented 
in this set of which only four specimens 



have been produced, the first one having 
been carried out for the late Mr. Altman 
of New York. When we learn that this 
exquisite furniture was designed and built 
by one of our prominent Eastern manufac- 
turers we are indeed proud to know that 
America does not have to depend upon 
Europe for art and refinement. Even a 
connoisseur would be much impressed also 
with the screen hiding the butler's pantry 
door, which, with its Chinese lacquered pan- 
els, was especially designed and made for 
the place by the artist decorators. A glimpse 
of this screen is obtained in our next illus- 
tration, while in the one following it we 
observe another feature which strikes the 
beholder as particularly homey. This is 
the pair of comfortable, small armchairs, 
done in black and gold brocade with blue 
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velvet seat cushions, placed alongside the 
oval lacquered tray tea table in the spa- 
cious bay window. Here host and hostess 
may enjoy their after-dinner coffee or read 
their morning paper before the assembly of 
other members of the family. 

Opposite the entrance from living room 
to dining room opens the solarium with a 
beautiful view over Lake Michigan, equally 
as fine as that obtained from the dining 
room bay. This room is refreshing and 
simple indeed as the view here shown at- 
tests. The Caen stone walls are partly cov- 
ered with lattice work delicately decorated 
in pastel shades, their severity relieved by 
the Italian block-printed cretonne window 
hangings. The antique ivory finished wil-. 
low furniture, with its stripings of orange 
and blue, and comfortable "cretonne-covered 
cushions, captivates one to linger and look 
and listen to the exquisite, flute-like tones 
of a finch in his lacquered Japanese cage. 



Down the seventy-five foot long com- 
munication hall one enters the cozy, home- 
like library, a snug retreat for a true book- 
lover, not too large because the dimensions 
are riot more than fifteen by eighteen or 
twenty feet. It is splendidly lined with 
old English oak paneling, beneath an 
Elizabethan tracery ceiling and the win- 
dows are shaded with gold-colored draw- 
curtains, puffed Venetian shades and hang- 
ings of dull red and gold English damask. 
The long, soft-cushioned window seats and 
luxurious armchairs, with brocade and petit- 
point tapestry coverings are inviting in- 
deed for an entire evening's entertainment. 
Our illustration looks toward the fire place 
flanked by tall bookcases. We see how the 
light pours in through the many paned 
windows and even in black and white we 
can feel the charm of light and color. 

The artificial illumination of this room 
has also been well considered, for, aside 




BEDROOM OF PURE FRENCH DESIGN 
WITH LOUIS XVI FURNISHINGS 
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GUEST ROOM SHOWING DECIDED 
CHINESE INFLUENCE 



— Courtesy Schaclmer c6 Kellogg, 
Interior Decorators, Chicago 



from finely chased bronze ceiling fixture 
and side brackets, suitably wrought iron 
and polychrome finished reading lamps, 
with their adjustable shades, are conve- 
niently placed near the comfort chairs. 
Right handy for the owner also is the 
quaintly carved old Elizabethan credence 
with its rusty wrought iron hinges and cur- 
iously shaped key. A remarkable piece of 
decoration is seen on one of the parchment 
shades of the reading lamps, which pre- 
sents in its four panels four important Eng- 
lish castles, reminding the observer of the 
time and period in which this room is fur- 
nished. 

; Only casual mention can be made of the 
harmoniously appointed owner's chamber 
with its old ivory Adam furniture and blue 
and grey linen hangings, as well as my 



lady's dainty boudoir and dressing room 
carried out in chaste Louis XVI furnish- 
ings, with quiet and refined gold and rose 
striped brocades and taffeta lambrequins. 
A brief survey of the guest chamber, which 
indeed forms the climax of the decorative 
scheme and would repay one many miles of 
travel to see, cannot be omitted. The. warm 
ivory toned walls are paneled with mould- 
ings which have a peculiar copper pow- 
dered finish. Flame-colored and black 
damask of an overpowering design is used 
for the window hangings, subdued by 
black satin lambrequins trimmed with 
flame and black galoon. The furniture in 
this room is finished in dull reseda -green 
tone, powdered with coppery colored gold' 
and curiously decorated in Chinese lacquer 
work. The flame color of the changeable 
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taffeta used for bed spreads and furniture 
cushions trimmed with ornamentations sim- 
ilar to those employed for the draperies, 
is well balanced by the neutral colored car- 
pet. One could not but pay the tribute of 
amazed admiration to the marvelously 
wrought copper lighting fixtures, orna- 
mented with small Chinese vases and carved 
Japanese ivory figures. and trimmed with 
special shades and tassels whereon real Jap- 
anese ojimas have been employed. This 
room, while inviting comfort in every re- 
spect, could not help but give the impres- 
sion that it would form a compliment to 
the most elect. 

We illustrate here two of the many beau- 
tiful especially designed articles that go to- 
wards the furnishing of this apartment and 
which help to add to the harmonious bal- 
ance noted in its furnishings throughout. 
The one is a dainty French boudoir lamp 
with lace and floral treatment and the other 
is a rugged wrought iron lamp especially 
designed for the English library. Both are 
of decided originality and reflect the artistic 
care that has been displayed throughout. . 
In fact, the entire home radiates com- 
fort, dignity, harmony and the reserve of 






refined natures, loving beauty but abhor- 
ring ostentation. It is . not the money but 
the taste and thought expended in such an 
interior which impress even the casual 
caller. Gorgeousness and sumptuousness 
are easily achieved through mere excess 
but true elegance comes only in the exercise 
of restraint and discrimination and here 
alone is luxury and fine art. 




